
Caring for 

our Goats  



Goats  

ÅOne of the first animals to be domesticated by humans, about 
9,000 years ago. Today, there are some 200 different breeds 
of goats that produce a variety of products, including milk, 
meat, and fiber (mohair and cashmere). Worldwide, goat 
meat production is higher than meat production from cattle 
or hogs. 



ÅWhen selecting animals 
for your herd you must 
first decide what traits 
are important to you 
and what the animals 
will be used for.  
ÅSelect an animal that: 
ïHas a shiny coat 
ïIs lively  
ïCan move easily 
ïHas good disposition 
ïIs in proper condition 
ïProduces firm manure 
ïHas well-shaped udder 

and teats (dairy) 



Basic necessities of a goat? 

1. Proper shelter 

2. Adequate food 

3. Parasite Control 

4. Social interaction 

5. Healthy immune system 



Goat shelters do not need to be 
expensive.  

ÅThree sided shelters - protect the goats from 
wind and precipitation are adequate.  

ÅCalf hutches and even large dog boxes 
provide sufficient shelter for goats.  

ÅBedding: straw, shredded paper, shavings.  

ÅSpace requirements: 15 square feet of 
bedded area / goat  

ÅGoats like to sleep with their heads uphill 

ÅCold, damp drafts - will decimate a group of 
young goats more quickly than any other 
single factor.  



 

ÅGoat fencing can be any variety of systems or 
a combination of several systems.  

ÅTwo fence system: 

ïExterior fence (perimeter)  

ÅThe perimeter fence will keep your goat in and 
predators out. 

ïInterior fence (cross fence).  
 



Å A permanent goat fence should have four strands of electric wire.  

ïBottom strand should be no more than 6 inches off the ground.  

ïNext strand should be 12-14 inches off the ground.  

ïThird strand should be 18-22 inches off the ground.  

ïFourth strand should be 30-34 inches off the ground.  

Many goat owners will electrify only 2 strands and will then alternate 
electrified strands to keep the goat from learning how to escape. 



Short term fencing (Cross fencing) 

ÅCan be as simple as one 
electrified strand of wire to a 
more complex arrangement using 
livestock panels or net fencing.  

ÅRemember goats love to climb.  

 

ÅYou must have the fence 
anchored well into the ground to 
keep the goats from pushing the 
fence over.  

 



ÅEach goat needs to consume 3 to 5%  of its 
body weight in dry matter daily.  

ÅDry matter is a measure of how much of the 
feed is actually comprised of solids. 

ïFor example, 100 lbs of fresh forage will contain a 
dry matter basis of 5%, this means that. 

ÅOnly 5 lbs will be nutrients that the goat will consume. 

 

 



 

Example, 

ÅA goat weights 40 lbs. You just purchased 30 lbs of 
high quality alfalfa hay which is 12% moisture. 

ÅHow many pounds of feed should the goat eat?  

ïAnswer: (40 lbs X 0.03) =  

Å1.2 lbs of feed on a dry matter basis. 

ÅHow much dry matter is in the hay? 

ïAnswer: (30 lbs X 0.12) ς 30 lbs =  

Å26 lbs of hay. 

 



 

ÅDietary requirements will be 
determined by growth stage. 
ï%CP ς percentage of crude 

protein 

ï% TDN ς percentage of total 
digestible nutrients. 

 

Test the forage that is growing in 
your pasture to see if the goats are 
getting the right nutrition from 
your paddocks.  



 

ÅIn Florida, one acre of pasture will be 
sufficient space to house 4 to 6 goats. 

ÅRotational grazing vs. continuous grazing: 

ïRotational will be more intensive. 

ïWill allow your forage to rest and grow. 

ïWill allow nutrients to be distributed 
throughout the pasture. 

ïAllow each paddock to rest for a minimum of 
21 days.  

 



 

ÅAlways provide a 
source of water that is: 

ïClean  

ïFresh  

ïCool  

ïPlentiful  

ÅDO NOT allow goats to 
drink from ponds or 
rivers.  



 

ÅGoats need plenty of exercise. 
ÅThey are great climbers. 
ÅProvide them with access to 

woods. 
ÅExercise will help develop 

muscles as well as shape their 
temperament. 
ïWalk your goat with a halter for 

at least 30 minutes per day. 
ïYou will develop a bond with the 

animal that will help you in the 
ring.  



 

ÅTend to your animal twice/day. Early in the 
morning and late in the evening. 

ÅThis is the only way that you will be able to 
monitor your animal and tend to its needs. 



 

Body Condition Scoring 

ÅYour goal in feeding your animals:  
1. Meet their nutritional requirements (economically)  

2. Keep them in a productive condition.  

 

ÅBody condition scoring evaluates the body fat reserves 
of your goat.  
ïEvaluates the effectiveness of your feeding program.  

ÅScores range from 1 to 5 

ÅDetermined by looking at the tail-head and loin areas.  


